
Review of Acts 27
• Paul is loaded on a vessel; to 

Rome
• In Myra, they changed ships 

to an Alexandrian Cargo 
ship

• Stopping in Crete, they tried 
to winter in Phoenix

• Blown of course by a 
Noreaster, they lost hope of 
being saved.

• An angel appears to Paul, he 
reassures him, saying God 
grants him the life of all 276 
men on the ship

• After 14 days, Paul breaks 
bread. Thanking God. The 
ship crashes on Malta





Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:1-31
1  After we were 
brought safely 
through, we then 
learned that the island 
was called Malta.
2  The native people 
showed us unusual 
kindness, for they 
kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all, 
because it had begun 
to rain and was cold.





Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:1-2
1  After we were 
brought safely 
through, we then 
learned that the 
island was called 
Malta.
2  The native people 
showed us unusual 
kindness, for they 
kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all, 
because it had begun 
to rain and was cold.







Stopping the Advance of  Islam
Phoenician, Carthaginian, and Roman Rule 
(c. 700 BCE – 870 CE)
Punic & Roman Integration: Phoenicians and 
Carthaginians utilized Malta as a crucial trading 
outpost before Rome annexed the islands during 
the Second Punic War (218 BCE).
The Shipwreck of St. Paul (60 CE): According 
to the Acts of  the Apostles, St. Paul was 
shipwrecked on the Maltese coast while en route 
to Rome. This event introduced Christianity to 
the islands, establishing one of  the oldest 
Christian communities in the world.
Arab Period and Norman Conquest (870–1090 
CE)
Islamic Influence: Aghlabid Arabs captured 
Malta in 870 CE, fundamentally transforming 
the local culture, agricultural practices 
(introducing irrigation and citrus), and 
profoundly shaping the Maltese language, which 
retains a Semitic base to this day.
The Norman Turn (1090 CE): Count Roger I of  
Sicily conquered Malta, re-aligning the islands 
politically, culturally, and religiously with 
Western Europe and Sicily.



Stopping the Advance of  Islam

The Knights of St. John and the Great 
Siege (1530–1565)
Arrival of the Hospitallers: Emperor 
Charles V granted Malta to the Knights 
Hospitaller (Order of  St. John) in 1530 
to defend the Mediterranean against the 
expanding Ottoman Empire.
The Great Siege of 1565: One of  
history's most famous and brutal sieges. 
A massive Ottoman force sent by 
Suleiman the Magnificent attempted to 
capture the islands. Outnumbered 
heavily, the Knights, led by Grand 
Master Jean Parisot de Valette, 
alongside Maltese militia, successfully 
held out until reinforcements arrived, 
halting Ottoman expansion in the 
Western Mediterranean. Following the 
victory, the fortified city of  Valletta was 
founded.





Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:3-4
3  When Paul had 
gathered a bundle of  
sticks and put them on 
the fire, a viper came out 
because of  the heat and 
fastened on his hand.
4  When the native 
people saw the creature 
hanging from his hand, 
they said to one another, 
“No doubt this man is a 
murderer. Though he 
has escaped from the 
sea, Justice has not 
allowed him to live.”



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:5-6
5  He, however, shook 
off  the creature into the 
fire and suffered no 
harm.
6  They were waiting for 
him to swell up or 
suddenly fall down dead. 
But when they had 
waited a long time and 
saw no misfortune come 
to him, they changed 
their minds and said that 
he was a god.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:7-8
7  Now in the 
neighborhood of  that 
place were lands 
belonging to the chief  
man of  the island, named 
Publius, who received us 
and entertained us 
hospitably for three days.
8  It happened that the 
father of  Publius lay sick 
with fever and dysentery. 
And Paul visited him and 
prayed, and putting his 
hands on him, healed 
him.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
According to Christian tradition, Publius—who was the "chief  
man" or Roman governor of  Malta when St. Paul was shipwrecked 
there (as recorded in Acts 28)—experienced a profound 
transformation and continued a life of  notable ecclesiastical service 
and martyrdom: 
Conversion and First Bishop of Malta: After Paul healed Publius's 
father of  a fever and dysentery, tradition holds that Publius 
converted to Christianity. He was baptized and subsequently 
consecrated as the first Bishop of Malta, effectively establishing the 
Christian church on the island. 
Bishop of Athens: Tradition dictates that after leading the church 
in Malta for roughly three decades, Publius was transferred around 
90 AD to become the Bishop of Athens (succeeding Dionysius the 
Areopagite). 
Martyrdom: He ultimately suffered martyrdom for his faith. While 
exact dates vary slightly by historical tradition—some sources place 
it around 125 AD under the persecution of  Emperor Hadrian, while 
others link it to the era of  Marcus Aurelius—he was executed for 
refusing to renounce Christianity. 
Today, Saint Publius is venerated as Malta's first canonized saint 
and is honored as one of  the country's primary patron saints. 



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:9-10
9  And when this 
had taken place, the 
rest of  the people on 
the island who had 
diseases also came 
and were cured.
10  They also 
honored us greatly, 
and when we were 
about to sail, they 
put on board 
whatever we 
needed.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:1-31
1  After we were 
brought safely 
through, we then 
learned that the island 
was called Malta.
2  The native people 
showed us unusual 
kindness, for they 
kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all, 
because it had begun 
to rain and was cold.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:11-12
11  After three 
months we set sail 
in a ship that had 
wintered in the 
island, a ship of  
Alexandria, with 
the twin gods as a 
figurehead.
12  Putting in at 
Syracuse, we stayed 
there for three days.



In Greek and Roman mythology, the Gemini twins are Castor and 
Pollux (also known as the Dioscuri, meaning "sons of  Zeus"), who 
embody the zodiac sign Gemini
Patron Deities: Ancient sailors prayed to them for fair winds, believing 
that the electrical weather phenomenon St. Elmo's fire was the physical 
sign of  the twins watching over ships. 





Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:1-31
1  After we were 
brought safely 
through, we then 
learned that the island 
was called Malta.
2  The native people 
showed us unusual 
kindness, for they 
kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all, 
because it had begun 
to rain and was cold.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:13-14
13  And from there we 
made a circuit and 
arrived at Rhegium. 
And after one day a 
south wind sprang up, 
and on the second day 
we came to Puteoli.
14  There we found 
brothers and were 
invited to stay with 
them for seven days. 
And so we came to 
Rome.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:1-31
1  After we were 
brought safely 
through, we then 
learned that the island 
was called Malta.
2  The native people 
showed us unusual 
kindness, for they 
kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all, 
because it had begun 
to rain and was cold.



The Grain Supply: Alongside Ostia, Puteoli 
was the primary destination for the vital grain 
fleets from Alexandria, Egypt, feeding the 
urban populace of  Rome.
The "Puteoli Pilae" (Concrete Piers):
Roman engineers constructed the harbor 
using massive underwater concrete piers 
(pilae) made with volcanic pozzolana ash. 
This hydraulic concrete set underwater, 
creating artificial breakwaters that tamed the 
waves and allowed massive commercial ships 
to dock securely.
Commercial Hub: The port housed large 
foreign merchant communities, including 
active trading stations (stationes) for merchants 
from Tyre, Berytus (Beirut), and Alexandria, 
making it a bustling melting pot of  
Mediterranean trade and culture.
St. Paul’s Arrival: In the New Testament 
(Acts 28:13-14), the Apostle Paul landed at 
Puteoli on his journey as a prisoner to Rome, 
where he spent a week meeting local 
Christian believers before walking the final 
stretch along the Via Appia.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:15-16
15  And the 
brothers there, 
when they 
heard about us, 
came as far as 
the Forum of  
Appius and 
Three Taverns 
to meet us. On 
seeing them, 
Paul thanked 
God and took 
courage.



1. The Forum of Appius (Appii Forum)
Location: A small town or marketplace situated about 40 to 43 Roman miles 
south of Rome.
2. The Three Taverns (Tres Tabernae)
Location: Another roadside station located closer to Rome, approximately 33 
miles south of the city (about 10 miles north of  the Forum of  Appius).



Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 28:16
16  And 
when we 
came into 
Rome, Paul 
was allowed 
to stay by 
himself, with 
the soldier 
who guarded 
him.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:17-18
17  After three days he called 
together the local leaders of  
the Jews, and when they had 
gathered, he said to them, 
“Brothers, though I had done 
nothing against our people or 
the customs of  our fathers, yet 
I was delivered as a prisoner 
from Jerusalem into the hands 
of  the Romans.
18  When they had examined 
me, they wished to set me at 
liberty, because there was no 
reason for the death penalty in 
my case.



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:19-20
19  But because the 
Jews objected, I was 
compelled to appeal to 
Caesar—though I had 
no charge to bring 
against my nation.
20  For this reason, 
therefore, I have asked 
to see you and speak 
with you, since it is 
because of  the hope of  
Israel that I am 
wearing this chain.”

The Hope of  Israel;
The Messiah of  Israel

The Redeemer of  the World



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:21-22
21  And they said to him, 
“We have received no 
letters from Judea about 
you, and none of  the 
brothers coming here has 
reported or spoken any 
evil about you.
22  But we desire to hear 
from you what your 
views are, for with regard 
to this sect we know that 
everywhere it is spoken 
against.”



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:23-24
23  When they had 
appointed a day for him, 
they came to him at his 
lodging in greater 
numbers. From morning 
till evening he expounded 
to them, testifying to the 
kingdom of  God and 
trying to convince them 
about Jesus both from the 
Law of  Moses and from 
the Prophets.
24  And some were 
convinced by what he said, 
but others disbelieved.

Morning till Evening:

• The Kingdom of  God
• Jesus is the Messiah: From the 

Torah and Prophets



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:25-26
25  And disagreeing 
among themselves, they 
departed after Paul had 
made one statement: “The 
Holy Spirit was right in 
saying to your fathers 
through Isaiah the 
prophet:
26  “‘Go to this people, 
and say, “You will indeed 
hear but never understand, 
and you will indeed see 
but never perceive.”

Isaiah 6:9-10
9  And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’
10  Make the heart of  this people dull, and 
their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their hearts, and 
turn and be healed.”



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 28:27-28
27  For this people's heart 
has grown dull, and with 
their ears they can barely 
hear, and their eyes they 
have closed; lest they 
should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears 
and understand with their 
heart and turn, and I 
would heal them.’
28  Therefore let it be 
known to you that this 
salvation of  God has been 
sent to the Gentiles; they 
will listen.”

Romans 11:1-2
1  I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By 
no means! For I myself  am an Israelite, a 
descendant of  Abraham, a member of  the tribe 
of  Benjamin.
2  God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture 
says of  Elijah, how he appeals to God against 
Israel?



Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Romans 11:11,25-27
11 So I ask, did they stumble in 
order that they might fall? By no 
means! Rather, through their 
trespass salvation has come to 
the Gentiles, so as to make 
Israel jealous.
25  Lest you be wise in your 
own sight, I do not want you to 
be unaware of  this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has 
come upon Israel, until the 
fullness of  the Gentiles has 
come in.
26  And in this way all Israel 
will be saved, as it is written, 
“The Deliverer will come from 
Zion, he will banish ungodliness 
from Jacob”;

Romans 11:1-2
1  I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By 
no means! For I myself  am an Israelite, a 
descendant of  Abraham, a member of  the tribe 
of  Benjamin.
2  God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture 
says of  Elijah, how he appeals to God against 
Israel?





July 64 AD, 
The Fire of Rome



At this Paul turned to face the east. Lifting up his hands to heaven, he prayed 
for a long time. After he had communed prayerfully with the fathers in 
Hebrew, he offered his neck without another word. And as the executioner 
struck off  his head, milk spurted onto the soldier's tunic. When the soldiers 
and all the bystanders saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given 
Paul such honor



After Acts 28



After Acts 28






